2015 Primary Curriculum Bulletin
TO PRINCIPALS AND CURRICULUM SUPPORT TEACHERS
Welcome back to the new school year. An especially warm welcome to those who are new to the Diocese and to those new to the CST role. We trust you have had a reasonably settled start to Term One.
The following is an attempt to provide a short introduction to the Curriculum team, to support available and identification of important documents. Whilst much of the material is familiar to most of you, we recognize that you are busy people and sometimes need reminders of what is available in the way of support.
The information provided is a summary. Please feel free to contact a member of the Curriculum Team, who will assist you in any way possible.
the Team
The Curriculum Team welcomes Michelle King to the role of Education Officer: Literacy. Michelle brings with her a wealth of experience gained across a variety of education systems and in a variety of settings.
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Key Documents
The following documents play a key role in Curriculum Development in the Diocese:
Defining Features
· Defines the seven features of Catholic schools in the context of the Church's evolving mission in the world.
· Requires our schools to seek more effective ways to respond to the educational, pastoral and spiritual needs of all.
National Goals for Schooling
· Promotes high-quality schooling for all Australian students and articulates two goals:
· Equity and Excellence
· Successful learners; confident and creative individuals; active and informed citizens
Diocesan Learning Framework
· Describes the key elements that should inform curriculum planning and decision-making in our schools, along with the delivery and evaluation of curriculum in classrooms across the diocese.
Curriculum Development in the Diocese of Cairns - A way Forward
Australian Curriculum
Curriculum Support Teacher Role
The importance of curriculum and the need for its development, ongoing review and coordination are well recognised within the school's and system organisation of the Cairns diocese. It is important to have a view that takes into account both long-term and short-term goals. While the Curriculum Support Teacher has responsibility across both strands emphasis must be given to working with his/her principal to ensure a cohesive, integrated model of curriculum support. 
The effectiveness of the role, will be increased by ensuring that all staff have support in terms of the development, implementation and evaluation of their learning and teaching plans. A strong emphasis therefore is placed on consultation and collaboration that includes the need for effective and efficient information networks both within the school and beyond.
The role is one of partnership with the principal and the leadership team of the school and frequent contact and discussions are essential to ensure the overall outcomes of the role are achieved. Communication with CES Education Officers, through the Senior Education Officer – Curriculum or delegate, is a very important developmental aspect of this role.
CST Curriculum Meetings
Combined CSTs
	Friday February 20
	Thursday September 10


Cluster Meetings
	
	Term One
	Term Two
	Term Three
	Term Four

	Northern
	March 3
	May 26
	August 18
	November 10

	Southern
	March 4
	May 27
	August 19
	November 11

	Western 
	March 5
	May 28
	August 20
	November 12



CES Curriculum Team Support
	
	Point of Contact
	Areas of Specialisation

	Christine Masters
	Babinda
Bentley Park
Earlville
Innisfail
Manunda
Mossman
	Economics and Business
Technologies
SRS
Google etc.
Data Collection and Analysis

	Geraldine Norris
	Dimbulah
Mareeba
North Cairns
Parramatta Park
Silkwood
South Johnstone
Trinity park
	Numeracy
Science
Maths
The Arts
Chromebooks and other mobile devices

	Sharon County
	Atherton
Gordonvale
Ravenshoe
Redlynch
Thursday Island
Tully
Woree
	Geography
History
Civics and Citizenship
HPE
Kindy

	Carly Steele
	Bentley Park
Dimbulah
Gordonvale
Mareeba
Mossman
Silkwood
Thursday Island
Trinity Park
	Literacy
Explicit Instruction

	Michelle King
	Earlville
Innisfail
Manunda
North Cairns
Ravenshoe
Redlynch
Tully
Woree
	Literacy
Explicit Instruction


Schools will continue to be able to enlist the help of various team members to support specific initiatives.
The Curriculum Place
Information that is related to Curriculum, including advice from the CES, can be found at http://www.cnscurric.catholic.edu.au. The site contains:
· General curriculum information including the process for curriculum development in the Diocese of Cairns, time allocations, planning expectations, differentiation strategies.
· Learning Area specific sections which contain suggested template documents, Diocesan sequence and Scope documents, units of work and support materials.
· Assessment and Reporting – CES and Legislation driven policies and procedures; NAPLAN and SRS information and related forms etc.
· Professional Learning – This section contains materials from CES professional development days.
CES Staff Portal
Meeting dates and course dates can all be accessed through the staff calendar and professional learning calendar found on the home page of the Staff Portal.
Curriculum material and related links can be accessed via the Curriculum link on the left hand side of the portal.
Learning and Teaching Update and QCEC Update
This fortnightly update provides the latest information in relation to learning and teaching at Diocese, State and National level. There is a section to ensure teachers have access to the most recent information in relation to the Australian Curriculum as well as professional learning opportunities, resources etc. 
The QCEC Update provides similar information.
Both updates are available on the Home page of the Staff Portal. Access to past updates is also available.
Professional Development	
Literacy and numeracy PD
	Topic
	Venue
	Date
	Time
	QCT Standards

	Coaching
	C1
	Mar 10
	9:00 – 3:00
	6, 7

	Explicit Instruction
	Seville
	Feb 25
	9:00 – 3:00
	2, 3

	Explicit Teaching of Literacy
	C1
	Mar 9
	9:00 – 3:00
	2, 3

	Explicit Teaching of Numeracy
	C1
	Mar 12
	9:00 – 3:00
	2, 3



Regional PD
	Topic
	Venue
	Date
	Time
	QCT Standards

	How do we teach Grammar and Punctuation?
	Southern
Western
Northern
	Mar 17
Mar 18
Mar 19
	4:00 -5:30
	2, 3

	How do we Teach Spelling?
	Southern
Western
Northern
	May 5
May 6
May 7
	4:00 -5:30
	2, 3

	Problem Solving – teaching to the core of maths
	Southern
Western
Northern
	Jun 16
Jun 17
Jun 18
	4:00 -5:30
	2, 3

	How do we teach writing?
	Southern
Western
Northern
	Aug 4
Aug 5
Aug 6
	4:00 -5:30
	2, 3

	Using Google and Teacher Dashboard
	Southern
Western
Northern
	Sept 15
Sept 16
Sept 17
	4:00 -5:30
	2, 3, 4,

	How do we teach reading?
	Southern
Western
Northern
	Oct 20
Oct 21
Oct 22
	4:00 -5:30
	2, 3



Holiday PD
	Topic
	Venue
	Date
	Time
	QCT Standards

	Got data, Now what
	C1
	Apr 8
	9:00 – 3:00
	2, 3, 4, 5

	Creating Task and Criteria Sheets
	C1
	Apr 10
	9:00 – 3:00
	4

	Using Running Records for Learning
	C1
	Jul 8
	9:00 – 3:00
	2, 3, 5

	Tactical Teaching - Thinking
	C1
	Sept 23
	9:00 – 3:00
	2, 3, 5



Other
	Topic
	Venue
	Date
	Time
	QCT Standards

	Beginning Teachers
	C1
	Feb 11
Jul 24
	9:00 – 3:00
	2, 3, 7



Curriculum conference – Know, Teach, Learn
The annual Curriculum Conference will throw a spotlight on Know, Teach, Learn
The conference will be held on Saturday August 15 from 9:00 – 3:00 at Lennon Hall.
2015 Projects
Australian Curriculum
Christine Masters is overseeing the introduction to new Australian Curriculum areas in 2015.
Lap development and Unit writing dates are TBA.
Australian Curriculum – The Arts
Geraldine Norris is continuing to oversee the introduction to the Australian Curriculum: The Arts and the following significant activities are being undertaken in this area.
Languages
There will be a new coordinator of Languages who will be available to support Language teachers with resources, planning, assessment and behavior management ideas. There are a bank of iPads that can be borrowed for use by Language teachers with appropriate Apps loaded.
The Italian Language Centre provides financial support for those schools studying Italian. These funds are distributed to primary schools once they have been received by the CES. ILC funding is paid directly to colleges teaching Italian. The funding is for the purchase of resources to support the teaching of Italian.
Maths Activity Guidelines (MAGs)
The Maths Activity Guidelines for P - 5 have been revised based on feedback from teachers using the material. They are available on The Curriculum Place.
Geraldine and a group of teachers have been working diligently to produce MAGs for Year 6. Term One are available on The Curriculum Place and the coming terms will be added as they are completed. All MAGs will be revised during the year as Geraldine receives feedback from teachers using them.
Anyone interested in assisting in the writing process should contact Geraldine directly. TRS is available to support this process.
NAPLAN
NAPLAN analysis and the resulting Literacy and Numeracy Action Pans are a requirement of the Non-State Schools Accreditation Board compliance audit. 
Schools are required to set aside time to enable the Principal, CST and LST to sit and systematically review all available data before developing Literacy and Numeracy Action Plans for the following year. These plans are requested by CES to identify possible system wide needs.




The Curriculum Team look forward to continuing to provide service to all throughout the year. Please do not hesitate to contact myself or other members of the Team if you have any queries regarding information within this Bulletin or if there are other areas in which you require support.

Regards
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Christine Masters
Senior Education Officer - Primary Curriculum
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