ASFLA 2013: Seizing the moment
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Australian Systemic Functional Linguistics Conference (ASFLA) 2013
Hosted by Australian Catholic University (Melbourne Campus)
1-3 October 2013
(30th September: Pre Conference Institute)
Theme: Seizing the moment

The 2013 ASFLA conference committee look forward to welcoming you to Melbourne, a lucky 13 years after the last Melbourne ASFLA. The theme of 'Seizing the moment' has been chosen to represent the application of SFL theory in responding to a range of significant 'moments' in the academic, workplace and public domain. Those moments include: the development of the Australian Curriculum: English; the proliferation of technologies and accompanying modalities affecting all aspects of the media; the call of the Melbourne Declaration for the development of deep discipline knowledge.   These events have occurred in the context of continuing concerns that young people from low socioeconomic and Indigenous backgrounds are underrepresented among high achievers in education and employment. The systems of SFL theory and its applications provide resources for seizing and responding to these moments in a variety of ways which will be explored during the three days of the conference.

Speakers: Peter White, Mary Macken-Horarik, Frances Christie, John Polias, 

Brian Dare, Pauline Jones, Dorothy Economou, Beverly Derewianka
Pre-conference Workshops: 30 September

Three parallel sets of full day workshops will be run on this day. 
1. The Language of Evaluation led by Peter White

2. Going further with Grammar for Teachers led by Sally Humphrey & Susan Feez

3. Detailed Reading and Re-writing  led by David Rose

Teachers’ Day: 2 October

This day will be an opportunity for teachers who have been working systematically on implementing a functionally based Knowledge About Language (KAL) to present their work and/or learn from others who have been working with KAL. Groups of teachers working in a range of projects will present their work. Other non-pedagogy strands will also run on this day.
Final call for papers: 
Papers will be 45 minutes (including 15 minutes discussion time) and workshops 60 minutes.  Please send abstracts (no more than 200 words) to Sally Humphrey (sally.humphrey@acu.edu.au) by 31st May, 2013. 
These will be reviewed and applicants advised of the outcome by the end of June, 2013.
Registration (available now)
Early Bird (before 19/07/2013): 
$600 (member) $640 (non-member*)
Full Registration: 
$620 (member) $660 (non-member*)
Student/Concession**: 
$200

Pre-Conference Workshop only (30 Sept): 
$200 (member) $240 (non-member*)

Teachers Day only (2 October):
$200 (member) $240 (non-member*)

Conference Dinner (2 October): 
$80 

* Non-member payment includes membership till June 2014.  Go to this website to apply: http://www.asfla.org.au/member/ ) 

** Unwaged/ other conditions
For more information about the conference, go to: http://www.asfla.org.au/conferences/
Pre-conference Workshops: 30 September 2013
The Educational Linguists leading these workshops have worked closely with teachers, some having been deeply involved in the development and implementation of the Australian Curriculum: English.  Participants can choose from one of three all day workshops which will run from 9am-5pm. 

1. Attitude, stance and audience awareness in student writing – tracking and supporting development in interpersonal meaning making:  Peter White (UNSW)
The new Australian National Curriculum for English places the development of students’ abilities to formulate arguments and to advance evaluative positions at the centre of its pedagogical objectives. Thus, according to the recently released National Curriculum documents, students must develop the ability in their writing to ‘express an opinion based on information’, ‘promote a point of view’ and ‘defend arguments’. They should understand how language is used ‘to position the reader’ and be able to use rhetorical devices to ‘enhance the persuasive nature of a text, recognising and exploiting audience susceptibilities’. This workshop is directed towards enhancing participants’ understanding of the linguistic resources by which these and related interpersonal outcomes are achieved. More specifically, it will draw on recent work on the Appraisal framework to outline systems for analysing and tracking developments in students’ evaluative abilities. The workshop will focus primarily on the nature and functionality of evaluative meanings in persuasive texts but may also consider how they typically operate in some story-telling genres.  Texts produced by students across of range of year levels will be discussed and analysed. While the workshop is obviously tailored to address the interests of language and literacy educators, it should also be useful for researchers working in this area and for those interested more generally in Appraisal and questions relating to attitude, stance, audience addressivity and textual persona.
Suggested Reading: 

Martin, J.R. and P.R.R. White, (2005) The Language of Evaluation: Appraisal in English. New York, Palgrave MacMillan 
2. Detailed Reading and Rewriting: David Rose (University of Sydney)
Detailed Reading and Rewriting are the turbo-charged engines of the Reading to Learn program (http://www.readingtolearn.com.au). They enable all students to:

· read challenging texts with full comprehension (including students with English as a second language and struggling readers)

· read the content of a text with detailed understanding, and recognise the language choices that the author has made in writing it

· use the content of factual texts to write new texts of their own

· use the language resources of accomplished authors in their own writing.
They enable teachers to:

· meet the language and content goals of their curriculum programs

· manage their classes so that all students get equal benefit from studying texts at the same high level.

However Detailed Reading and Rewriting are not easy to do. They require careful analysis of texts and planning of lessons. In this workshop we will explore the principles of language and learning behind these strategies, and practise planning and using the strategies with stories, information texts and arguments. The workshop will equip teachers and teacher educators to begin using the strategies in their practice.

Suggested reading

Rose, D. & J.R. Martin 2012. Learning to Write, Reading to Learn: Genre, knowledge and pedagogy 
in the Sydney School. London: Equinox
Rose, D. 2005. Democratising the Classroom: a Literacy Pedagogy for the New Generation. Journal 
of Education, 37:127-164, 
" 
http://dbnweb2.ukzn.ac.za/joe/joe_issues.htm 


Rose, D. 2013. Reading to Learn: Accelerating learning and closing the gap. Teacher training books 
and DVDs. Sydney: Reading to Learn, http://www.readingtolearn.com.au
3. Advanced Grammar and Meaning: Sally Humphrey (ACU) and Susan Feez (University of New England)

It has now been over thirty years since a group of courageous teachers and teacher educators in Australia recognized the value of systemic functional grammar (SFL) for making visible and accessible the valued literacies of learning at school and beyond. Since that time, thousands of teachers across Australia and internationally have been introduced to understandings of genre and register, many curriculum documents have incorporated elements of SFL and genre theory and much research has been conducted using SFL’s tools to explore meanings in a range of disciplines and modalities.  The recently developed Australian Curriculum: English, which has used the SFL metafunctional principle to organise the content of its language strand, challenges teachers to continue to build their knowledge of language and apply it to their teaching of literacy and literature. In this course we extend teachers’ knowledge of genre and grammar and assist them to design a toolkit of language resources which is theoretically robust but flexible and accessible enough to be recontextualised fruitfully across different teaching contexts. This toolkit, a 4x4 matrix, organises language resources making four types of meaning, or metafunctions [expressing ideas, connecting ideas, interacting with others, creating cohesive texts), across four layers of language (whole text, paragraph, sentence, word). Participants in the course will become familiar with the 4x4 matrix and will have the opportunity to experiment with its application in their own teaching context.
Suggested reading

Humphrey, S.L, Droga, L., and S. Feez (2012) Grammar and Meaning Newtown, PETAA

Humphrey, S.L., Love, K. and L. Droga (2011) Working Grammar: An Introduction for Secondary 
English Teachers Melbourne, Pearson Australia
Humphrey, S. & Robinson, (2012) ‘Using a 4x4 framework for whole school literacy development’ 
In Knox, John, S. (ed) ‘To boldly proceed’ Papers from the 39th International Systemic 
Functional Congress, Sydney, July 2012 
http://www.isfla.org/Systemics/Conferences/ISFC39_2012_proceedings.pdf 

Teachers’ Day: 2 October 2013
9.30-10.30. 
Keynote 1: Bev Derewianka (University of Wollongong) 
Making Sense of the Australian Curriculum: English
With the implementation phase of the new national English curriculum, systems and schools are attempting to come to grips with what it might look like in the classroom. The Framing Paper that informed the curriculum envisaged the discipline of English as a cumulative body of knowledge across the years of schooling. This paper will examine how this developmental sequence is represented in the Language strand of the national curriculum and how it has been recontextualised at the state level into English syllabus documents. It will then report on how a number of schools have gone about the process of developing ‘scope and sequence’ plans, grappling with such issues as which language features to teach at which level, how they are revisited and built on in subsequent years, what terminology to use and how this might change across the years, and how to integrate a knowledge about language into existing units of work.  
10.30-11.00.
Morning Tea
11.00-12.30. 
Parallel sessions: Project Reports, research papers, workshops.

12.30-1.30.
Lunch

1.30-2.30. 
Keynote 2: Mary Macken-Horarik (University of New England)
Tools that travel, knowledge that grows: Generating a grammatics ‘good enough’ for school English
The national curriculum is now being taken up in various ways across Australian schools and teachers are being asked to develop knowledge about language that is portable and cumulative. But what do these twin challenges mean for professional expertise? This paper considers tools shared with teachers in a project investigating the character of a grammatics for school English and how teachers at different stages of school English (years 4-10) have used these. The paper draws on data from teacher workshops and interviews with teachers as they reflected on student work. The paper finishes with reflections on the implications for tools that travel (across contexts and settings) and for knowledge that grows as students progress through the years of school English.
3.00-4.00. 
Parallel sessions: Project Reports, research papers, workshops
4.00-5.00. 
Keynote 3: John Polias and Brian Dare (Lexis Education)

Doing it in the classroom: knowledge about language in teaching, knowledge about language in learning
Our mentoring work over many years in classrooms in various parts of the world has highlighted again and again for all concerned the significant benefits that a knowledge about language can have. This is not only a knowledge about language for the teacher in terms of designing and enacting successful, explicit pedagogies but also for the student in terms of developing into independent and critical language users. We have been mindful in all our work that a focus on language cannot hope to succeed without a careful consideration of how teaching and learning can best be carried out. In this regard, we have underpinned our focus on language with a teaching and learning cycle that we have continually sought to improve.

We will present several examples of our work with teachers working in local schools in Australia and Hong Kong, and also in international schools. These examples, which clearly reflect the potential benefits of working with an explicit language-based pedagogy, cover primary and secondary school settings. They will illustrate how we use a rich teaching and learning cycle that aims to develop the genre and register capabilities of teachers and students. Within this cycle is not only the ongoing development of a metalanguage but an understanding of the interdependence of language and other semiotic systems.

CALL FOR PAPERS
Submissions of abstracts are invited for reports, papers and workshops addressing an aspect of the conference theme: Seizing the moment
1. SESSION TITLE

Title: 

2. TYPE OF SESSION
Highlight ONE only (score through unwanted options):
· For Teachers’ Day
· Other days
Highlight ONE only (score through unwanted options):
· Research paper 
· Project report 

· Workshop 
Highlight ONE only (score through unwanted options):
· 45 minutes

· 60 minutes

· 90 minutes

3. ABSTRACT OF PROPOSED PAPER/REPORT/WORKSHOP 
[no more than 200 words]…

4. DETAILS OF PRESENTER/S
Name: 

School/Organisation: 

Contact Number (a/h): 

Mobile Number: 

Email: 
[Repeat with additional information if multiple presenters] 
5. PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS

NB: Computer (PC), data projector and internet will be supplied in all rooms.

Does your presentation have any additional requirements? If so, please list here:

6. IF YOUR ABSTRACT IS ACCEPTED
If your abstract is accepted, you will also need to register to attend. All expenses including conference registration, accommodation and travel are the responsibility of the presenter/s. Submission of an abstract implies permission for it to be published in the conference booklet.
	Thank you for your interest in the Australian Systemic Functional Linguistics Conference (ASFLA) 2013

Please return your proposal to the Organising Committee via email at:

sally.humphrey@acu.edu.au
by April 12th , 2013

Proposals will be reviewed and applicants advised of the outcome by the end of May.

To complete your proposal:
1. Enter your own information into this document 

2. Save this file as a Word document (.doc or .docx format) with your last name as the file name YOURLASTNAMES-asfla2013-proposal (no PDFs please). Example: SMITH-asfla2013-proposal or SMITHJONES-asfla2013-proposal
3. Email your file to sally.humphrey@acu.edu.au



Registration Form
Australian Catholic University   115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy VIC 3065    ABN 15 050 192 660

This Registration Form will become a TAX INVOICE upon payment for the ASFLA Conference 2013

	Title:
	
	Name:
	

	Institution:
	

	Phone Number:
	
	Email address:
	

	Special Dietary Requirements:
	


For more information about accommodation near ACU (Melbourne Campus) please refer to the ASFLA website: www.asfla.org.au/conferences
	REGISTRATION FEES
	Amount (AUD $)

	Early Bird (before 19/07/2013):


$600 (member) $640 (non-member*)
	

	Full Registration: 



$620 (member) $660 (non-member*)
	

	Student/Concession**:



$200
	

	Pre-Conference Workshop only (30 Sept): 
$200 (member) $240 (non-member*)
	

	Teachers Day only (2 October):

$200 (member) $240 (non-member*)
	

	Conference Dinner (2 October):

$80 
	

	TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE (Includes 10% GST): 
	


* Non-member payment includes membership till June 2014.  Go to this site to apply: http://www.asfla.org.au/member/ 
** Unwaged/ other conditions
Payment for the registration can be made in a number of ways:
1. Please fill in a copy of this form and send to My-Dung Dieng at Australian Catholic University, Faculty of Education, Locked Bag 4115, Fitzroy VIC 3065 together with a cheque made payable to Australian Catholic University for the total amount.

Or

2. Please fill in a copy of this form and send to My-Dung Dieng (or email my-dung.dieng@acu.edu.au) together with your credit card details below:
Credit Card Payment Authorisation

I authorise $ 

 (Total amount payable) to be deducted from my credit card.

Credit Card Type:
( Visa
( MasterCard
( Amex

Card Number:                 /                 /                  /
   
Expiry Date:               /


Cardholder’s Name: (Please Print) 


Signature: 

 
Date: 


Finance to Credit Cost Centre: 4900/51360/P2105

It is essential that you receive confirmation of your registration by email prior to attending.  Confirmations are emailed once payment has been received.  If you have not received a confirmation email within two weeks of making payment, please contact My-Dung Dieng on Ph: +61 3 9953 3086 or email my-dung.dieng@acu.edu.au 
9

