Expression of Interest for schools wishing to engage with 

	The draft australian curriculum materials 
for students with disability


The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) is developing draft Australian Curriculum materials for students with disability for consultation between 2 July and 28 September 2012. The draft materials will include extended general capability learning continua in Literacy and Numeracy, advice and teaching and learning examples.
What is the scope and purpose of this activity?

This work will take place in about 50 schools across the country during the consultation period (July 2012 – September 2012).
During the consultation period, ACARA seeks to have classroom teachers’ work more intensively with the draft Australian Curriculum materials for students with disability and to provide feedback on the following broad questions: 
· Is the structure of the draft expanded learning continua (Literacy and Numeracy) inclusive of all students?

· Do the learning continua (Literacy and Numeracy) clearly describe the skills, knowledge and understanding that students already have and are expected to learn?

· Do the expanded learning continua have an appropriate sequence? Are the descriptions of skills, knowledge and understanding consistent with teachers’ understandings of the beginning stages of literacy and numeracy acquisition?
· Can teachers use the draft expanded learning continua (Literacy and Numeracy) to identify specific skills, knowledge and understanding in relation to individual learning need and construct engaging teaching programs and meaningful assessments drawn from the Australian Curriculum F-10 learning areas (English, Mathematics, Science, History)?
· How useful are the advice materials and examples in supporting teachers to use the Australian Curriculum to plan for students with disability?

As part of this more intensive engagement teachers will be requested to plan and teach activities drawn from the Australian Curriculum F-10 learning areas (English, Mathematics, Science, History) with a focus from the general capabilities (Literacy and Numeracy) that relates to individual learning goals already identified for students with disability. Teachers will be requested to reflect on this process and provide examples of teaching and learning activities with evidence of student participation and achievement.
How can schools participate in this activity?
Schools can identify teachers to participate:
· at a particular year level, for example year 2 only

· at a stage of schooling level, for example F-2, 3-6, 7-8, 9-10 
· according to class groupings, for example composite/multi-age class

· according to learning area (English, Mathematics, Science, History).
What is the expected commitment?
The commitment expected of teachers is as follows:

1. Attend a one day information session run by ACARA to introduce the draft curriculum materials and project outline.

2. Provide feedback by completing an online questionnaire.

3. Provide ACARA with planning, teaching and learning activities and evidence of student participation and achievement.
4. Participate in an online discussion forum.
In addition, the commitment expected of the school leadership is to support the teachers in their intensive engagement activity.
What resources are available?

ACARA will provide some limited funding to participating schools to cover some teacher relief and contract payments on the basis of the final committed agreement from each school.

ACARA managers and project officers will maintain regular contact with and support both the state/territory contact officers and the school contact persons during the course of the project.

How will schools be selected to participate?

Authorities in each jurisdiction will coordinate a nomination process and submit a recommended list of schools together with their Expression of Interest forms to ACARA by Tuesday 29 May. 

ACARA will then confirm the final list of participating schools and notify the education jurisdictions prior to the end of term two.

The final selection of schools will be based on the following criteria:

· the range of school contexts including special school, support class and regular settings

· coverage of stages of schooling

· coverage of the four learning areas (English, Mathematics, Science, History)

· coverage of government, catholic and independent schools.
	Expression of Interest form
ENGAGING WITH The draft australian curriculum materials for students with disability


School Details:
	SCHOOL NAME:
	

	SCHOOL ADDRESS:
	

	KEY CONTACT:

(Name and position)
	

	EMAIL:

(preferred address)
	

	PHONE:

(work and mobile)
	


School Commitment

The school commits to plan and teach activities drawn from the Australian Curriculum F-10 learning areas (English, Mathematics, Science, History) with a focus from the general capabilities (Literacy and Numeracy) that relate to individual learning goals already identified for students with disability. Teachers will be requested to reflect on this process and provide examples of teaching and learning activities with evidence of student participation and achievement.
	Year/s

(e.g. Year 9 OR Years 3-6)
	Name of teacher/s

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	Information that supports the school’s participation.




We understand that our expression of interest is subject to final selection on the basis of the stated criteria and that some limited resourcing support will be negotiated with us.

	PRINCIPAL NAME
	

	PRINCIPAL SIGNATURE
	

	DATE
	

	CONTACT DETAILS (Phone/email)
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